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CONTEMPORARY SITUATIONS AND PROBLEMS OF ROAD/BRIDGE
MAINTENANCE TECHNICAL COOPERATION PROJECTS

Noriaki NISHIMIYA, Kazumasa SANUI and Yuzo MIZOTA

It is widely acknowledged that roads are the most important transport infrastructure in developing
countries. Unlike railroads requiring organizations and systems to operate, individuals can drive on roads.
Almost all donors have assisted developing countries for new road constructions and rehabilitations.
Report of insufficient maintenance in the developing countries, however, has been notable. As a result of
the maintenance problems, deterioration of roads is progressing with speed more than expected. It causes
the traffic safety problems and an obstacle of economic development. JICA and other donors recognize
that this situation can not be overlooked and recipient countries are increasing their expectation of
obtaining assistance on road/bridge maintenance.

JICA has implemented over 10 technical cooperation projects for road/bridge maintenance in
developing countries. JICA conducted a study to review those projects comprehensively. That study aims
at obtaining problems, lessons learned and discussion material for policy making and method
improvement for future similar projects. This report introduces the outline of the study including
additional analysis and recommendations by the authors.
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